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Greater Expectations  
One element that seems apparent throughout 
all the scriptural narratives of Jesus is that  
people were always present around him  
because of his ministry. Jesus truly saw and 
engaged all the people. One of the main  
objectives of C¦a/Ωǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ, is to make 
connections in the community to bring people 
to know the love of God through Jesus Christ. 
It is worth noting, many followers and would 
be followers of Jesus had and still have today 
different expectations of him. Those  
expectations affected their interactions with 
Jesus. Our experiences draw on our existing 
knowledge, beliefs, and expectations. What 
are your expectations of Jesus?  
 
From Expectations to Reality: Creating Effec-
tive Habits 
The scriptures we will examine this month are 
meant not only meant to build on the greater 
expectations set during the month of  
December, but to also help us take decisive 
ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
practical actions of living. The weekly Sunday 
worship is only part of the process of going 
from expectations to reality. Other important 
acts that will help you form good habits for the 
year include attending Sunday School hour, 
meditating on the daily devotions, joining a 
prayer group, and/or joining us at the Food 
Pantry or Free Meals Program. If you want to 
have a  
conversation with me as you think about living 
ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŝ-mail 
me at williamscalendarfumc@gmail.com. You 
will receive an automatic reply back with Rev. 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΩ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ  
schedule a time that works for you. Our reality 
draws on our existing knowledge, beliefs, and 
ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦ 

Being an effective disciple of Jesus means  
training our mind and heart to see and engage as 
Jesus did. What were some spiritual habits that 
Jesus taught disciples?  
 
Making an Investment in our Reality  
In my first Messenger article to you in June 2018, 
I wrote of the expectations Bishop Schol and the 
District Superintendents have of me and all the 
DǊŜŀǘŜǊ bŜǿ WŜǊǎŜȅ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ ²ƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΣ LΩƳ 
expected to lead the congregation to increase its 
effectiveness through these six (6) vitality goals: 

1. Planning and leading inspiring worship. 
2. Making new disciples of Jesus Christ. 
3. Involving more people in small groups to 

go deeper in faith in the Wesleyan tradi-
tion. 

4. Develop and grow leadership amongst the 
laity to lead our new and existing           
ministries. 

5. Engage disciples in hands-on local and 
outside the community missions. 

6. Increase the giving of disciples, including 
the 100% support of our United Methodist 
commitment to world service and shared 
ministries.  

Through listening sessions, church retreats, and 
the strategic plan, you expect the same. You also 
hope the broader community supports moving 
these expectations into reality.  
 
I was moved by your responses to a previous 
article I wrote about our beloved church  
building. I conveyed to you phrases that some 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ Χ 
άƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƴƎέΤ άŎŀǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƭƭέΦ Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ 
many of you wanted me to hear that current and 
past members have invested their time, money, 
sweat, blood, and tears into this making this 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŜŘƛŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ L ǘƘŀƴƪ 
God that we can have a relationship of open and 
ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ǎǘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
clear and transparent communication.  
 
Our reality is that we are not intimidating, that 
we are down to earth, that we are a welcoming 

Next Messenger Deadline:   

January 15, 2019 at 12 noon for 
the February 2019 edition.  

Please submit your articles to  the  
church office or email  

 

communications 
@fumcwestfield.org 

(continued on page 2) 

http://fumcwestfield.umcchurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/FUMC-Strategic-Plan-2019-2021.pdf
mailto:williamscalendarfumc@gmail.com
mailto:communications@fumcwestfield.org
mailto:communications@fumcwestfield.org


 

Parish Personals  
 

Convalescing: 
Marie Walfordτat home  
Lyn Walfordτat home 
Mary-Lou JacksonτAshbrook Rehabilitation 
Don Neuτat home after surgery 
 

Sympathy to: 
Barbara Hooper in the death of her husband, Dale Hooper 
on December 5, 2018.  Notes of condolence may be sent to 
Barbara at 2202 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ  
07920. 
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January Adult Class 
Join us Sunday mornings 
in January at 9 am in the  
Fellowship Room where we will go 

deeper into practical ways of being a welcoming and hospita-
ble congregation. Come learn how to create a more just world 
where everyone can thrive.   See you there.   
Jan. 4th -  What is Culture?  A guided conversation regarding 

your personal culture and our  
 congregational culture.  
Jan. 13th - A deeper look into creating a welcoming  
 culture  
Jan. 20th - Dean Pratt - Understanding Other Faiths - A look at 

Judaism & Islam  

Jan. 27th -   Special guest: Rev Dr Amy Jones - Family Promise 
and Hospitality. Who are some of our most  

 vulnerable neighbors and how can we show them 
grace and hospitality? Come hear an update on 
the state of homelessness in Union County and 
the opportunities and challenges in serving  

 families experiencing homelessness, as well as the 
social justice issues confronting us as we work to 
find solutions to family homelessness. Family 
Promise is a nonprofit agency serving families  

 experiencing homelessness. FUMC is a host  
 congregation for Family Promise-¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 

emergency shelter program, providing a safe 
place for families to sleep. 

 

From the Pastorôs Deské  (continued from p. 1.)  

and open congregation. Plainly said, we need to invest in our 
reality so that a new generation of would be believers come to 
believe this truth as their reality. In doing this, the reality of the 
community matches the reality of the church; as a result, more 
people come to know and see Jesus. Do your expectations of 
Jesus and what you understand as being an effective disciple of 
Jesus match with the aforementioned six (6) vitality goals?  
 
As a congregation and disciples of Jesus, we have discerned 
greater expectations for our collective ministry. In reading this 
edition of the Messenger, read it with the truth that you are a 
vital part of the FUMC ministry. Our future reality depends on 
all of us.  
 
May our mind and heart remain open to new possibilities,   
 
 
 
 
Rev. William M. Williams, III 

 

2nd 
Diane Townsend 
3rd 
Elaine Kwok 
Andy Lamy 
4th 
Nicholas Warmke 
6th 
Betty Stewart 
8th 
Doris Eisele 
9th 
Henry Frank 
John Kwok 
10th 
Barbara Ellsworth 
11th 
Emma Rogers 
14th 
Nereida Woodfield 

15th 
Rachel Harris 
Sue Borton 
17th 
Reagan Lindner 
Todd Womelsdorf 
Richard Andreski 
Gussie Jakubowski 
18th 
Leah Womelsdorf 
19th 
Jamie Andreski 
Mark Froehlich 
20th 
Noah Lievre 
22nd 
Barry Wolf 
Ann Ober 
23rd 
Conor Chopey 
Ruth Salomone 

24th 
Charlie Barber 
27th 
Veronica Lledo 
28th 
Charlie Iszard 
29th 
Madelyn Robbins 
31st 
Olivia Sena 
Victoria Sena 
Bette DeAngelis 

We apologize if you were not included on our list.  If we have not 
listed your birthday, please contact the church office so we can  
include you in future editions. 
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Lectionary Readings for January  
 

Jan 6  Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12;         
Matthew 2:1-12 

Jan 13  Isaiah 43:1-7; Acts 8:14-17;                
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Jan 20  Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; 
John 2:1-11 

Jan 27  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;  
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

Staff Email Addresses 
 

Rev. William Williams, III, Senior Pastorð pastorwilliamwilliams@gmail.com 
Marcee Rogers, Childrenôs Program Coordinatorðmmrogers93@gmail.com 
Jonathan Evers, Music Director-music@fumcwestfield.org 
Kylie Haskins, Youth & Communications Coordinatorðkyliewhaskins@gmail.com 
Melissa Romelli, Director of Wesley Hallðdirector@wesleyhall.org 
Susan Granski, Administrative Secretaryðsusangranski@aol.com 

 

Church Office Hours: 12:00-4:00 PM, Monday-Friday 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New Yearôs Dayð

Church Office and WH 
closed 

2 
  
 
Prayer Shawl, 12:30 
PM 

3 
  
 
 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 
PM 

4 

 
 
UECF Bible Study and 
Prayer, 7:30 PM 

5 
Latvian Lutheran 
School, 9 AM 

6  Worship, 10 AM; 

Womenôs Prayer 
Group, 11:30 AM; 
UECF 4:30 PM; 
Youth Group, 5:30 
PM 

7 
 
 
Outside Group, 7 PM;  
Oratorio Singers, 7:30 
PM 

8   
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Menôs Prayer Group, 
730 PM 

9 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Prayer Shawl, 12:30 
PM 

10 

 

 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 
PM 

11 

 

 
UECF Bible Study and 
Prayer, 7:30 PM 

12 
Latvian Lutheran 
School, 9 AM 
Baptism, 11 AM 

13  Worship, 10 AM; 

Womenôs Prayer Group, 
11:30 AM; Outside 
Group, 12:30 PM; 
UECF 4:30 PM; Youth 
Group, 5:30 PM 

14 
Free Meals @ Cove-
nant UMC, 2:30 PM and 
5:15 PM; Outside 
group, 7 PM; Oratorio 
Singers, 7:30 PM 

15 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Menôs Prayer Group, 
730 PM 

16 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Prayer Shawl, 12:30 
PM 

17 

 

 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 
PM 

18 

 

 
UECF Bible Study and 
Prayer, 7:30 PM 

19 
Latvian Lutheran 
School, 9 AM 
 
Oratorio Parts re-
hearsal, 10 AM 

20  Worship, 10 

AM; Womenôs Prayer 
Group, 11:30 AM; 
UECF 4:30 PM; 
Youth Group, 5:30 
PM  

21 Martin Luther 

King, Jr. DayðChurch 
Office and WH closed 
 
Oratorio Singers, 7:30 
PM 

22 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Menôs Prayer Group, 
730 PM 

23 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Prayer Shawl, 12:30 
PM 

24 

 

 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 
PM 

25 

 
 
UECF Bible Study and 
Prayer, 7:30 PM 

26 
Latvian Lutheran 
School, 9 AM 
Oratorio Workshop for 
all parts, 10 AM 

27  Fellowship 

Choir, 9:15 AM; Wor-
ship, 10 AM; Womenôs 
Prayer Group, 11:30 
AM; UECF 4:30 PM; 
Youth Group, 5:30 PM 

28  
 
 
 
Oratorio Singers, 7:30 
PM 

29 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Menôs Prayer Group, 
730 PM 

30 
WH Music, 9 AM, FR 
 
Prayer Shawl, 12:30 
PM 

31 

 

 
Sanctuary Choir, 7:30 
PM 

  

 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
 

9 AM Church School for all ages  

 Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 

9:15 AM Fellowship Choir (4th Sunday)  

10 AM Morning Worship 

11 AM Fellowship Time in the Fellowship Room 

KEY 
WHñWesley Hall School for Early Childhood; 
United Evangelical Christian Fellowship (UECF) 
Rooms:  Fri:  FR and Room 218.  Sun:  Sanctuary, 
SH, FR; Latvian Lutheran School: Room 215 
(permanent);  Saturday Rooms: 105, 201, 203, 204, 
205, 206, 207, 208, 218; Sanctuary    
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Hello friends! Here's what we have going on for the Youth 
Group in January: 
 
ǒ 01/06 - bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ YƛŎƪƻŦŦ tŀǊǘȅΗ рΥол-7:30 PM. ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 

kicking off the New Year with Grog,  
 Sardines, and more awesome games!  
ǒ 01/13 - Grog and Sweets of Service! 5:30-7:30 PM. ²ŜΩƭƭ 
ōŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
making desserts for the Free Meals  

 Program! 
ǒ 01/20 - No Youth Group - Enjoy your long weekend 
ǒ 01/27 - Escape the Maze! 5:30-7:30 PM. Part  
 escape room, part scavenger hunt, all crazy fun!  

 
Summer Mission Trip 
We have just registered to serve with The Philadelphia Project 
for our summer mission trip June 23rd-29th! To reserve your 
spot, you'll just need to bring in your $75 deposit by March 
1st. Please reach out if you have any questions or would like 
more information about the trip!  
 
SALT Squad 
We are looking for non-parent volunteers to rotate helping 
out at Youth Group on Sunday nights! If you are interested in 
joining the SALT Squad, please let me know! 
 
Much love, 
 
Kylie  

 

FUMC serves Free 
Meals January 14 
Our next time to host Free Meals 
at Covenant UMC in Plainfield will 

be January 14, 2019.  We prepare meals the 2nd Monday of 
each month September thru June.  Although we have a faithful 
crew, we welcome anyone who would like to come and join 
us!  For more information contact Joann or Kirk Huber.  

 

$6$ȭÓ  ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 3ÈÏ× 
ÁÎÄ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 0ÁÇÅÁÎÔ  
Would you like a DVD of the Saturday, December 
15th Christmas Show?  Or the Sunday, December 

16th Youth Christmas Pageant?  If so, contact Gary Brodersen 
at GBroder373@aol.com. 
 
 

FUMC Youth News 
 

Kylie Haskins, Youth Coordinator                 kyliewhaskins@gmail.com 

Making Christmas cookies for the Free Meals Program at 
Youth Group!  

mailto:gbroder373@aol.com

